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SECT ION 1

What Is an LLM, Really?

🧠  THE BIG IDEA

An LLM is ludicrously good autocomplete — the same next-word prediction as your
phone keyboard, trained on the internet and scaled up a billion times.

⚙️  HOW  IT  WORKS

Large billions of internal “dials” tuned during training.

Language its whole world is text — words in, words out.

Model a giant math function that predicts what text comes next.

🌍  IN THE WILD

ChatGPT, Claude, and Gemini are the same
core idea in different coats — learn one,
understand all.

⚠️  WATCH OUT

It doesn’t know it’s “chatting.” The helpful
assistant is a costume — there’s no mind
inside, just a predictor.

👉  REMEMBER It predicts text. It doesn’t think like you.

LLMs Demystified — a companion cheat sheet. Yours to keep.


